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film buffs can trace the story of Graham:
Greene's powerful postwar thriller
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A tour group enters a tunnel in the sewer system underneath the city, where the climax of “The Third Man” was filmed. INSET The film is generally shown twice a week at this theater.

By MICHAEL MEWSHAW

N 1948, when Carol Reed and Graham
Greene started work on “The Third
Man,” they had in mind a thriller
infused with Greene’s famous moral
ambiguity and haunting sense of
place. They wound up producing nof just a
cinematic landmark but also what many
regard as a valuable documentary, a kind of
time capsule, of post-World War II Vienna.
Although at first the Viennese objected to
the depiction of their town as a rat-infested
rubble heap divided into Russian, British,
French and American zones and populated
with murderous black marketeers, they
have come to consider Vienna and the mov-
“ie_as synenymous. “The Third Man™ is
shown in pols as a historical text and a
language lesson on the differences between
American and British English. It continues
to be screened here twice a week, and

thonsands of people-a year, some on guided

tours, some on their own, use Greene's
seenario as a map for exploring prosperous
contemporary Vienna and catching occa-
sional glimpses of the war-torn city under
the reconsiructed veneer.

For those who have never seen the film or
whose memories have faded, there is no
better place to begin a visit than the Friday
night or Sunday afternoon showing of “The
Third Man” at Burg Kino (Opernring 19).
Kurt Schramek, who has owned the theater
since 1980, claims, “Young Viennese want to
see this film” and, indeed, on a recent
weekend a random glance at the audience
revealed that most viewers were born dec-
ades after Holly Martins arrived in Vienna
to discover that his old school chum, Harry
Lime, was dead. What's more, though the
film is in English, without subtitles, German
speakers predominated.

Because a pair of funerals bookend the
plot, a trip to the Zentralfriedhof, or Central

. ymetery (Simmeringer Hauptstrasse 234;
“wate 2), is the next logical step. In a necrop-
alig of such immensity — two and a half
h{(ﬂliion tombs — Harry Lime’s fictional
resting place has no special prominence, not
with Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, Johann
Strauss (father and son) and various presi-
dents and national leaders buried nearby.
But film buffs zoom in on the spot beside a
tomb marked “Elchinger, 1913"" behind the
vast domed cemetery church, As for the
final frame of Harry Lime’s girlfriend Anna
4 passing Holly Martins without a backward
{ glance, that was filmed opposite the garden
* genter nearby. A colonnade of trees still
lines the road, but the ground isn't littered
. with imported leaves as it was on celluloid.
£° Quite apart from its cinematic signifi-
¢ cance, the cemetery merits atfention. Like
. Vienna after World War 11, it's divided info
! sectors — for Catholics, other Christians
» and Jews. While most graves are meticu-
| leusly tended, the old Jewish tombs, most of
* which predate the Nazi era, are overgrown
with grass and, in a disconcerting number of
‘eases, they have been desecrated. At points
«! thi-wghout the Zentralfriedhof, piles of
wgimtered columns and ruined cenotaphs
are identified as funerary monuments frag-
. mented during air raids.
\ The Riesenrad, an enormous late 19th-
¢ century Ferris wheel in the Prater park, is
+ another celebrated Vienrnese site closely as-
¢ seciated with ““The Third Man.” In the mov-
Ef-ie, it looms out of a desolate wasteland, an
i ironic symbol of an innocent world that has
been destroyed. Holly Martins arranges to
meet Harry Lime, who made a fortune on
black market penicillin, then faked his
death, on-the Riesenrad.

Afterward, he delivers his devastating
summary of history. ““In Ttaly for 30 years
under the Borgias, they had warfare, terror,
murder, bloodshed — and they produced
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci and the
Renaissance. In Switzerland they had broth-
erly love, 500 years of democracy and peace.
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MICHAEL MEWSHAW is the author of
eight novels and five books of nonfiction.

ABOVE Ferris wheel, where E. .
Cotten and Orson Welles) m_
girlfriend, Anna, works. RIGH

folly Martins and Harry Lime (Joseph
leet. BELOW Theater where Lime’s
it Anna, leaving cemetery, passes Martins.

And what did that produce? The
clock.” Playing Harry as a wisec
nihilist, Orson Welles wrote this dial
himself, but he couldn’t sound mor-=_

> cuckoo
cracking
ogue for

cynical citizen of Greeneland. re likeja
These days, although the Prater i, _

Tammlater

canopied by trees and frequented by bikers,
joggers and in-line skaters, kids still don’t
ride the Riesenrad. They prefer the excite-
ment of the roller coaster or the water
chute. But middle-age folk, and many far

~ldmw alisah ahaned anoanalnoad cahin fora

10-minute whirl that offers striking views bf
the city. As I got off, the man who steered-us
toward the exit was watching a portable TV.
For poetic justice, he should have begn
watching “The Third Man.” In pros#ic
truth, ‘“The Three Stooges” dubbed in Ger-
man held his unwavering interest. 244
At first glance, nothing appears to renigin
of “The Third Man" in the Innere Stadtsor
inner city, Like a studio sound stage thathas
been struck, the bullet-pocked facades, the
burned-out shells of cars, the mountain-
sized tips of brick dust and broken mor#ar,
the buildings that bear on their sides the
room by room blueprint of bombed-out*ad-
joining buildings — all this has disappeared.
The landslide of rubble that Holly skis
down in front of Maria am Gestade '(St.
Mary’s on the Riverbank) has been re-
‘placed by a staircase. Many cobblestone
sireeis have been paved. And thetepiginal
Reichs Bridge, which survived the war, col=
e hapsedin 1576 and hasbeen rebuilt. e
ﬁ”j@_ut- on closer examination, some setfings
haven’t changed — or atieast not much-The—
Casanova Club, a den of shady charactersin
the film, is on Dorotheergasse (6-8), and
judging by the photos of bosomy, undrapkd
ecdysiasts out front, the show may bethe
same as in Greene’s day. I'll say no mere
about it The club filed suit against the film
and may still be in a litigious mood. _
The Theater in der Josefstadt (Josefstei;dt
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The trolley pickup outside the visitor center.

Quincy, Mass.

.___\--, Continued From Page 9

on the sirangely appropriate date of
July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of
his signing the Declaration of Inde-
pendence His last words were said
to have been “Jefferson survives.”
But he was wrong. In an amazing
accident of history — one that is well
known today — Adams’s dear friend
and the remaining surviving signer
had died four hours earlier at Monti-
eello.

_ Before leaving the Old House,
Wwe visited the stone library built
by Charles Francis Adams in 1870,
This passionately intellectual family
needed a separate building to house
some 14,000 books. Here we also
found the old slant-top law desk

HpSh Which Johr Adams drafted the

Massachusetts Constitution in 1779,

a forerunner of the federal ver-
sion.

The trolley returned us to the
downtown visitors center, just a
block or two from the Hancock Cem-
etery where early Adams ancestors,
including Deacon John, are buried,
After wandering among the old head-
stones, we crossed the street to the
United First Parish Church.

In a narrow crypt beneath the ele-
gant domed sanctuary, John Adams
is entombed alongside Abigail, John
Quincy and Louisa Catherine. The
simplicity of the whitewashed crypt
and the four granite sarcophagi is
offset only by the splash of color
provided by the American flags
draping the presidents’ remains.
Alone in this small quiet space with
two presidents and two remarkable
first ladies, T felt tremendously
moved by the modesty of their rest-
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Ricly Frisdman/Black Star, for The New Yo

ing [place given the greatness of their
legajey.

Hijstory remembers the Adamses
as Presidents and first ladies, public
Servrants and recorders of history,
but Quincy reminds us they were
farmmers and patriots, parents and
chiltdren,

Alnd so G.J. and 1 preferred to
end  our visit to Quincy at yet an-
othesr, Jess somber, Adams monu-
memt. We drove up Penn's Hill, and
not Ifar from the saltbox farmhouses
whe:re the two presidents were born,
we ‘found the stone cairn marking.
the isummit from which Abigail Ad-'|
amss and her 7-year-old son, John
Quirney, observed the battle of Bunk-
er Hiill on June 17, 1775. We couldn't
helpy thinking that their vision
thatt day extended far past the smoke
af bacend; actargntiuiné bl dacr sl

future.
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“The Third Man’

Continued From Page 12

Strasse 8), where Harry Lime’s girl
acted, continues to present German-
language plays, just as it has since
1788, For those whose German isn’t
‘adequate, the theater and its ornate
neo-Classical décor can be visited
between performances. Buf off-
hours sightseers will miss the mo-
ment when the chandeliers rise while
the lights go down.

The H~—I Sacher, behind the opera
house, zadily accessible. Even
those who can’t afford a room can,
for the price of a slab of Sacher torte,

' soak up the opulence. Greene stayed
here for two weeks researching “The
' Third Man,” Reserved then for mili-
‘tary personnel, the headquarters of

- British Intelligence, the hotel was a

-perfect lisiening post for Greene

- who, as a former MI-6 agent, pos-

sessed both the sources and re-
sources to absorb information in a
short time. In the film, it was Holly
Martin's residence.

Had he arrived sooner, when the
Russians requisitioned the hotel
right after the war, he would have
noticed that the Soviets turned the
restaurant into horse stables.

Dr. Brigitte Timmermann, a histo-
rian and a bottomless trove of knowl-
edge about ‘“The Third Man,'’ gives
tours of Vienna that trace the foot-
steps ~“~Holly Martins and Harry
Lime anerringly as a tracking
shot. Carrying a binder of photos
from the film, she moves from loca-
tion to location, showing how the city
looked in 1948 and discussing how it
came to be as it is now.

For movie fanatics she’s prepared
to spend five hours on a frame by
frame analysis of settings, but most
people choose the two-hour circuit.

Surprisingly, as Dr. Timmermann
led me around, she sailed past Cafe
Mozart, where Holly meets Baron
Kuriz and gets his first inkling that
something is amiss about Harry
Lime’s life and death. Albertinaplatz
2, across the street from the Monu-
ment against War and Fascism, may
be the actual site of the cafe, but the
scene was shot several hundred
vards away, in front of the Kapuzin-
erkirche on Tegetthoifstrasse.

Similarly, although the film' has

Harry Lime residing at Stiftsgasse
15, Carol Reed plasiered tha,{ aq.

ﬂ
Four generations and where they lived

dress onto Josefsplatz 5, the Baroque

Pallavicini Palace with imposing
caryatids-at its entrance. The cobble-
stones where Harry was suppasedly
run over and Killed have been paved,
but the equestrian statue of Josef []
presides over the spot where Harry

Getting There

the visitor center and park sites is

for breakfast or light lunches, visi- -
to1s with cars will efjoy the ripto

froe-—-
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¥ Sotith to Exit 7 onto Route 3 south (di-
rection Braintree-Cape Cod). Take
Exit 18 (Washington Streethumcy
—Cen

way and follow 51gns to Quincy Cen-
ter and the National Park Service
Visitor Center.

By subway: The M.B.T.A. (called
the T) Red Line services Quincy.
From Boston board the Braintree
train to Quincy Center Station. Leave
by the Hancock Street exit. The visi-
tor center is across the street.

By water shuttle: The Harbor Ex-
press, (617) 376-8417, leaves from
Boston's Marriott Long Wharf to
Quincy’s Fore River Shipyard Ter-
minal. From the terminal, take the
Quincy City Shuttle (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
on the hour) to the visitor center.

Visiting the Park

The season at Adams National
Historical Park runs from April 19
(Patriots Day) to Nov. 10. During the
season, the park is open daily, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets must be bought

& at the visitor center, 1250 Hancock

,—b treet, (617) 770-1175; www.nps.gov/
adam. Out of season, the center re-
mains open Tuesday to Friday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., but the houses are not
open to visitors. Admission: $2 age
17 and up. A separate $2 admission
fee to visit the Adams burial crypts
is collected at the United First Par-
ish Church. Trolley service between

Among the programs to brlng the
Adams family legacy tolife is a
schoolchildren’s re-enactment of a
debate among delegates to the Conti-
nental Congress over whether to re-
main loyal to the crown or vote for
independence.

Within the park, the Adams birth-
places are at 133 and 141 Franklin
Street, and the Old House is at 135
Adams Street. The United First Par-
ish Church (not technically part of
the park) is one block south of the
visitor center on Hancock Street;
(617) 773-1290. The church is open
daily from June to November, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Sunday 1 te 5 p.m.

Where to Stay

A broad range of accommodations
is available in Boston.

The best option in Quincy is the
100-room Best Western Adams Inn,
29 Hancock Street; (617) 328-1500,
fax (617) 328-3067. Doubles start at
$119 and include Continental break-
fast.

The 376-room Sheraton Braintree
Hotel, at 37 Forbes Road, Braintree,
(781) 848-0600, fax (781) 843-9492, is
only a 10-minute drive from Adams
Park sites. Off season rates are $99
to $168 for a double room.

Where to Eat
While downtown Quincy has nu-
merous small lunchrooms suitable

fering a magnificent view of the Bos-

Marina Bay, just off the Quincy
Shore Drive, a pleasant waterside |
complex of shops and restaurants of- |

ton skyline. Siro’s, 307 Vlctory Road;
(617) 472-4500, serves updated con-
temporary cuisine with an Italian
twist. Lunch or dinner for two, with
wine, from $40.

Sightseeing

The Quincy Historical Society Mu-
seum is in the old Adams Academy, 8
Adams Street, (617) 773-1144, Open
all year, Monday to Friday, 9 am. to
4p.m. Weekend hours vary, soitis
advisable to call ahead. Suggested
donation $1.

The Dorothy Quincy Homestead,
1010 Hancock Street, at Butler Road,
an 18th-century Colonial mansion,
was home to several generations of
the prominent Quincy family, includ-
ing Dorothy Quincy, wife of John
Hancock. It was open to tours, but
closed earlier this year because the
Metropolitan District Commission,
which owns it, had difficulty arrang-
ing for live-in caretakers and inter-
preters; it may reopen next spring.

Iinformation

Call the Adams National HisStefi-
cal Park Visitor Center at (617) 770-
1175. The park administrative offices
are in the Old House, at 135 Adams
Street; (617) 773-1177. |

Tfyou go

_arranged for one of his murdey \q,;.
tims to be deposited 11 his piace
recent development, a per manem

Tours in English and German are
offered by Dr. Brigitte Timmer-
mann, (43-1) 774 8901, fax (43-1)

774 8933 ; e-mail to brigitte
@viennawalks.tix.at; Web: wwiy,
viennawalks.tix.at. They take place
at 4 p.m. Mondays and Fridays; pri-
vate tours given by special arrapge-
ment. Group two-hour tours aregi2 a
person, at 15.6 Austrian schillings to

| the dollar; $11 with a Vienna carq,

(The card costs $11.50 and is goyd for
72 hours of unlimited travel on fublic
transportation, with discounts fip
museums, restaurants and mary
guided tours.)

If you want to take the tour gizen
by the sewer department of the yjen-
na Council, call (43-1) 585 6455.

A ride on the Riesenrad in Pryter
park costs $3.50. The Ferris whee]
runs from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily
year round except January and
February, when it depends on tla

ther.
\'The Third Man’' is shown atthe
Burg Kino, at Opernring 19, (431)
587-8406, at 10; 45 p.m. on Fridajig
and 3 p.m. Sundays. Admission ybout
$6.40, depending on the seat.
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otographs ‘ny Ruucr R\ed!n.rmn:enhcraer for T‘he \I York Times
ABovE Caryatids at Josefsplatz 5, where Harry Lime lived.
BELOW A grave at Central Cemetery, where Lime is buried.

exhibition of Salvador Dali’'s work
has opened at the Pallavicini, and
thus one legendary illusionist seems
to live on not far from where another
faked his death.

Around the corner, Dr. Timmer-
mann pointed to the Spanish Riding
School stable, explaining that it was
on this wall that Harry Lime’s men-
acing shadow moves through the wet
Vienna night. This explanation
prompied a second, then a third. The
atmospheric gleam of the film’s

night scenes came out of a fire hose.
And the film’s famous use of shad-
OWS was necessary because Orson
Welles didn’t show up for the early
shooting. His hulking silhouette was
played by a double.

As she catalogs examples of artis-

ttc hcense that “*The Thll'd Man”

prot:eecls frorn the assump Rl
small untruths serve the larger
Truth. Standing in the doorway of
Schreyvogelga‘;se 8, where Harry

11'.[](3 makes his de“.n._,d entrance
with a meowing cat at his feet, she
concedes that this isn’'t across the
street from Anna’s house as the film
suggests. Harry then flees to Am Hof
square and disappears into a kiosk,
down into the sewers, but there is, in
fact, no kiosk, no sewer there.

Leading the way to Hoher Markt,
Dr. Timmermann confesses that the
Marc Aurel bar, where Holly plans to
turn Harry over to the police, is
actually the Oswald Steiner station-
ery store. What's more, when Anna
warns him of the trap and Harry
dashes for the sewers again, he
would have had to be a long-distance
runner to reach one, for those spooky
vaulted caverns are far away.

Not only that, but when Harry
climbs a spiral staircase and desper-
ately tries to push open a metal
grate, his frantic fingers flexing be-
tween the bars. .. well, Dr. Timmer-
mann acknowledges the impossibil-
ity of that scene on two scores. First,
a square grate covers what would
have been a round exit from the
spiral staircase. Second, the grates
in Vienna are so thick, Orson Welles
would need fingers as long as ET's
for them to be visible at street level.
They weren't Welles’s fingers any-

way. They were Carol Reed’s. &

Finaly-we-headed-forthe sewars,
the piece de résistance. Guided By
Dr. Timmermann's flashlight, I de-
scended a spiral staircase, as claus-
trophobic and frightening as any in
the film. Flashing the beam ahead'nf

us, Dr. Timmermann thoughtfully
identified a dead rat curled in the
mud. A plastic bag of garbage went
unmentioned. As we reached the tun-
nel and its trickle of cloacal water,
there was the distant reverberatien
of what sounded like . .. like gunfize.
As surely as Anton Karas's zither
musie, this seemed to me the theme
song of ““The Third Man"” — a pound-
ing heart and small arms fire, Bt
Dr. Timmermann, a straight shoeter
till the very end, admitted that the
noise came from sewer workers Who
put on their own “Third Man"’ shaw
with convincing sound effects. 'ﬂt
scares people stiff,”’ she said. ™
It did me. I let her lead the wa:

fresh air and sunlight. Having sé&n
so many obscure bends and elbows.of
the city, having gleaned so mugh
arcane information about it from the
film, I was persuaded that cinematic
artifice is an excellent vehicle for
exploring Vienna both past and
present. .
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FREE GUROPG ITALIAN STyLe:

Nobodu knows more about

you can enjoy 2 FREE" nights in
Europe after most sailings.
Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Genoa,
London, Nice, Paris, Rome, Venice.
€njoy Europe’s most exciting cities

porterage and even a half-day of
sightseeing
— ALL FREE [F BOORED

BY DECEMBER 31!

k. Ships” Regiiny: tehy,

cruising Europe than Costa, Europe’s
#1 Cruise Line. And if you book now,

with four-star hotel accommodations
for two; continental breakfasts; hotel

* Frpe Eprope offer 5 availante for 2 Fited Gme and only in designatad oties for eac oise pro-
g Capacily cormoled, carta restcticns apple | Rale s per prron, double cocupancy and
Incugss mundits Arkre fom dew Yook Mewerk i the Medieransen and port dargpsfess.
Economecal ar add-ons avalabls fom most ofter geeweys. Capacity contoled: Certain resictons

+ Choose from 7 luxurious ships
traveling to 75 ports with 35

untries.

-

+ 7-to 18&-night cruises to the
€astern or Western Mediterranea,
Baltic & Russia, North Cape/Fjord
and Transatlantic.

+ Save up to $1,600 per couple wit
our 90-day Andiamo Advance

$2,350' per person including
roundtrip airfare.

Or for a free brochure visit www.costacruises.cy

itineraries and 170 sailings to 26

Purchase Rates starting from

For reservations see a travel agent.

or call 1-800-33-COSTA, ext. 206.

MARRAKECH
S

INCLUDES:
#R/T via Royal Air Maroc from NY ¢4 nights accommodations
sBrealtfast, lunch and dinner daily »Wine & beer served with lunch & dinner
=R /T Airport/Resort transfers = Extensive OPEN BAR *Snacks available throughout the day
=All sports facilities =Free sports instruction =Nightly entertainment ¢Club taxes & service charges
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All-inclusive®“Italian Style”Vacations Worldwide

For a free brochure & reservations, see your travel agent or call; 888 482 5887

Also available through these tour operators:
Central Holidays: 800-935-5000
Gate 1: 800-682-3333
Global Holidays: 888-658-2506

B *All rates PP, from NY plus applicable airport taxes. Valid 9/1/2000-12 /142000, Maximum stay 7 days 5 nights. Other restrictions épp!y.
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